
 
 

 

Why is ICS using Personal Fundraising pages? 

 

ICS wants to offer you an opportunity to use most the advanced technology available to us to connect with your friends 

and families both locally and around the world. Personal fundraising pages (webpages) allow students to send 

information electronically to others about Serve-A-Thon. Enclosed is information about Serve-A-Thon, and your child’s 

webpage is being emailed to you.  When you receive your child’s webpage it will be ready for you to add email addresses 

and then send out the information. Using personal fundraising pages should make it easier for sponsors to donate.  The 

email account used for your child’s page is not an “active” email.  It will redirect any emails back to you.  

 

How secure are the webpages for Serve-A-Thon? 

 

We understand that you may be concerned about the use of webpages for Serve-A-Thon. Please rest assured that every 

effort has been made to make the Personal Fundraising Pages secure. We will never place addresses, personal 

photographs, etc. on any child’s page. The personal pages require a user name and password that we will provide to you 

as the parent. Additionally, the pages do not display the names of other students, sponsors or amounts donated. You are 

the only one who will decide if you want to email the page to family members and friends and to whom you want to send 

the page. If you are not comfortable emailing the page to others you may ask them to mail a check to the school noting 

the name of the student on the bottom portion of the check. 

 

 

Why does ICS need to raise money and what will ICS do with the money raised through Serve-A-Thon? 
 

Our goal raising funds is to support Christian education here and around the world. In a practical way the money will 

help us meet our operating budget for this year.  More than 90% of our operational cost is paid for through tuition, fees, 

and Immanuel Bible Church support.  But every year we need to raise about $275,000 for additional operating costs, 

special projects and tuition assistance.  This money pays for many things including: workbooks, library books, student 

computers, annual academic testing, and other materials for fine arts.  In addition, 10% of what we raise through Serve-A-

Thon will be used to help our three partner Christian schools in Europe, Africa, and Asia. 

 

Why are you raising money by doing community service?  Doesn’t that change the focus of Character-In-Action 

to fundraising? 

 

The role of the Character-In-Action Coordinator and Parent Service Team is to help us achieve meaningful and well-run 

service activities within the community.  Their job will continue throughout the year, long after Serve-A-Thon has ended.  

Serve-A-Thon is only one event in the yearlong work of Character-In-Action.   

 

Why are students being rewarded for serving in the community?  Isn’t building character something kids should 

practice without rewards? 

 

Serve-A-Thon rewards are not given for serving in the community, as all of our students are involved in community 

service all year long (whether they enlist Serve-A-Thon sponsors or not.)  The prizes are given to students for identifying 

donors who are willing to support our school financially.  Because these are children, we believe it is fair and 

appropriate to reward them for helping our school.  Prizes will be awarded based on the total amount received on 

behalf of an individual student by December 3, 2013. Following the final prize rally, students will select their prize after 

they have received notice of the total they have raised. In lieu of selecting a prize, students may also choose to donate 

their award back to ICS to support our partner schools in India, Romania and Rwanda.  Please refer to the Prize 

Information Sheet in this package for prize options. 
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How are Serve-A-Thon projects selected, and how is anyone helped by washing fire and emergency vehicles? 

 

Our three goals for all ICS service projects are:  

 HANDS-ON:  We want our students to be involved in doing projects with their own hands 

 RELATIONAL:  We want them to come into some kind of relational connection with those they are serving  

  MORE THAN MATERIAL THINGS:  We want our students to do something beyond the mere collection of money 

or material goods to give away (it may include this, but is not the sole goal).  Serving others develops respect 

and is a demonstration of support to others. It is also a valuable doorway to opening relationships with those in 

our community, which we continue to build on all year. 

 

Why is 10% of the money raised being donated to schools in other countries?  What is our relationship with these 

schools? 

 

The schools we are helping through Serve-A-Thon are all Christian schools with whom we have a special relationship.  

They are located in India, Romania, and Rwanda.  The administrators from each of these schools have spent time with us 

at ICS on several occasions, observing our school and sharing with us the work they are doing in their countries.  For 

these administrators, Christian education is important because of political corruption, the aftermath of communism, or 

the ravages of the AIDS epidemic. These school administrators see Christian education as the hope for the future of their 

nation.  Our school board has decided to make this a permanent goal in our fundraising budget. 

 

Community Service is great, but is there a danger of over-doing it?  Doesn’t it take away from academic time in 

the classroom? 

 

ICS parents and volunteers work with Administrative staff to plan and prepare for these community service activities.  

Most service projects take place monthly at each grade level, some even on weekends.  Serve-A-Thon is the only service 

event that involves the entire school during the same week.  We realize that we are a school with very specific academic 

goals, and we take these goals seriously.  But we also recognize that we have specific spiritual goals that take us beyond 

the written curriculum.  We believe Christian character development is about being “imitators” of Christ.  The 

Scriptures tell us of the importance of being “doers of the word and not hearers only” (Luke 6:46-49 and James 1:22-

25).  We believe that becoming a “doer” is a matter of training by doing, not just a matter of hearing more teaching.  

Finding ways to do this effectively within a rigorous academic program will prepare our students not only to be leaders, 

but also to be servants.  

 

How can volunteers get involved with Serve-A-Thon and Character- In-Action? 

 

Serve-A-Thon is a kick-off event in the fall for the annual ICS character development program called “Character- In- 

Action.”  This program encourages students to serve others all year long in school-promoted activities.  We are always 

looking for new ideas to develop community service locally and internationally.  Friends in the community can help us 

make these connections and ICS parents can become involved by contacting the ICS Parent Service Team member for 

their child’s grade level. 


